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President’s Message 
Elbert Wilkinson, KQ3K 


GREAT ESCAPE!: 

Just like the groundhog, Punxsutawney Phil, we are emerging 
from our lockdown bunker. We didn’t see our shadow and we 
are coming out — ready or not. Enough is enough and life must 
go on although we will still follow the social distancing 
guidelines. First there was Phase 1 and now the pace is 
quickening with Phase 2 restrictions being relaxed this week. 
Yes, there is still a virus out there to deal with, so we just need 
to be smart where and when we go about our daily lives. 


| mentioned last month that my wife was retiring after a 30- 
year teaching career and was working from home. Little did we 
know that her home computer after 14 years, decided on 
Memorial Day, with no notice, that it too was retiring and with 
her grades due the next day. Needless to say, as “resident tech 
support” this was a “hair on fire” event! We scrambled around, 
replaced the computer and got things somewhat back to 
normal. 


MEMBERSHIP: 

Don’t forget, MEMBERSHIP is still job #1. We actually have 
some new applications following a very successful VE session 
on May 11, so we are still growing. (See Jim KN4MIV’s VE 
Session write-up.) Older members, we need you to help new 
members, especially those recently licensed, so adopt 
someone. This is important for their success in the hobby and 
us as a club. The sheer volume of information and technical 
details can be overwhelming, so help them out. End of sermon 
for this month. Rinse and repeat next month! 


HAM SCHOOL: 

Last month we discussed the 2020 Online Contest University 
held on May 14. | spent most of that day watching as it was a 
great excuse for not doing yard work. | had been overcome by 
a large case of laziness, so the timing was perfect. | found the 
sessions very interesting and informative. Hopefully, many of 
you had an opportunity to watch or see the YouTube videos 
that are now online. 


Continued on next page... 
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Next Club Meeting 
Tuesday, June 16 via ZOOM 


It is possible that Phase 2 guidelines will allow us 


to meet at Green Clover Hall 
319 SE 26" Terrace, Ocala, FL 


Details to follow. 
7:00 PM 


SSRC Board of Directors meets the first Tuesday of 
each month, 7:00 PM at the same location. All are 
welcome. 


Upcoming Events/Meetings 


Click here to sign up. 


ARES Update - Ron Viola, KS4SW 
The next meeting Saturday, June 20, 10 AM, EOC 


Education/Testing — Jim Burgess, KN4MIV 
Testing will be July 14, 7 PM, Green Clover Hall 


Field Day 2020 - Chair, Wayne Brown, N4FP 
Will be held at Green Clover Hall, June 27-28. Click 
the link above to sign up. 
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Following on the heels of the Contest University, on 
May 16, K6UDA had an Online Youtubers Hamfest with 
a number of vendors presenting their products. It was 
pretty interesting if you had nothing else to do and 
were confined to quarters. His Hamfest videos are still 
out there if you are interested. 


This month, there will be two Ham School learning 
opportunities. First up will be an IC-7300 setup and 
operation presentation that Carl, KCSCMX, has been 
diligently preparing. This will be presented at 8:00pm 
on June 8 immediately following the club net via 
ZOOM. Sign-up is on the club website. Although aimed 
at the IC-7300, the general setup principles can be 
applied to other radios. 


The second opportunity is Field Day being held on June 
27 & 28 discussed below. 


FIELD DAY — JUNE 27 & 28: 

As mentioned last month, after a five-year hiatus, the 
club is returning to Green Clover Hall where we will set- 
up inside the cool air-conditioned meeting room where 
we can escape the oppressing Florida heat and 
humidity. The facility has been officially reserved with 
the County, so we are good to go. This year’s co- 
chairman Wayne Brown, N4FP, has convinced us to try 
a different approach. Here are the basic details: 


e Only three operating stations for the club K4GSO 
call: one each for CW, Phone and Digital. In 
previous years, thinking more stations on the air 
the better, we had multiple rigs and antennas 
causing interference for each other. This was not a 
good situation and something had to change. 

e Each station will have complete run on all 
permitted bands except CW and Digital will always 
be on different bands. 

e The stations will be networked together 

e Operators are needed for each station during the 
24-hour event. Start time on Saturday is 1800 UTC 
(2:00pm). We are planning on four-hour time slots 
for each operator. If you want to work Field Day for 
the club, you will need to sign up on the club 
website indicating your mode and first, second and 
third time slot preferences no later than midnight, 
June 16". Any open time slots will then be 
available to members of another club who have 
expressed an interest in operating with us. The 


goal is to have all 18 time slots filled and operating 
for the entire event. The Field Day committee will 
referee any conflicting time slot preferences. 

e Setup will take place on Friday afternoon and early 
on the 27". Take down will follow after 1800 UTC 
on Sunday. Assistance with setup and takedown 
would be appreciated. 

e Field Day is a Ham School teaching event. New 
hams and members can learn and operate during 
the event. 

e Operators and others wishing to help, please sign- 
up on the club website. 

e Additionally, the ARRL temporary rule changes this 
year will allow Class D (home) stations to work all 
stations including other Class D stations. 

e The other change is that the ARRL will publish an 
aggregate club score which is the sum of all 
individual entries claiming a specific club. What 
this means is that you can work a K4GSO station 
time slot and then go home and continue to work 
Field Day using your individual call on any mode 
and permitted band and the club will still get credit 
for your efforts. 

e To add some fun and a sense of friendly 
competition, we plan to set-up an online web- 
server where everyone’s results can be posted and 
monitored in real time. However, an internet 
connection is necessary. 

e Because of the social distancing restrictions, Field 
Day has not been publicized this year in order to 
reduce the number of visitors. However, club 
members and families will always be welcome, but 
we will need to restrict the number of folks inside 
GCH to ten, unless the county gives other guidance. 


THIRD ANNUAL OUTDOOR EXPO: 

North Central Florida Media has invited the club to 
participate again this year. Mark your calendar for 
August 15. The event will be held at the Southeast 
Livestock Pavilion. This was a fun event last year where 
we demonstrated the art and skill of amateur radio 
communications to the public. This year we will try to 
setup inside the arena instead of outside for better foot 
traffic exposure to the public. NCFM owns and 
operates several popular local radio stations: 

With all of our earlier scheduled high visibility events 
(Marion County Day, March for Babies and Florida 
Parks on the Air) cancelled due to the COVID-19 
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restrictions, this will give us an excellent opportunity to 
promote the club and hobby. 


LEGENDS AND 
YOUNG GUNS 


THE ORACLE: 

Thank you to all the members who send Marty, N4GL, 
articles for the club newsletter. Your contributions 
help make our newsletter interesting and informative. 
It can be on anything you been doing, working on, 
experimenting with, etc. — you know the drill. Please 
send your articles to her at ---->>>> 


N4GL.MARTY @GMAIL.COM 
With a little luck, we will be done with all these 
COVID-19 virus restrictions and we can get back to 


normal. Stay well and safe. 


Ham On and be Radio-Active! That is all. 


Berry Field West Christened by Celebrity Pup 


Carl Berry, KCSCMX 


Local area celebrity, Chewy, resumes his 
backyard duties and christens the new shack. 


(NOT A SHE SHED!) 


Getting almost to the point to start moving 
antennas and coax. 


SSRC Testing 
Jim Burgess, KN4MIV, SSRC VP/Testing Liaison 


We tested 3 people in January, 2 on March 10th, 12 on 
March 21st and 14 on May 12th. That's 31 people so 
far this year. Our pass rate for at least one element is 
87%! During the session that we held in May, we had 
three different sittings due to meeting size restrictions. 
Some of the people that came to the last test session 
travelled from Jacksonville, Alachua, Brooksville, 
Wildwood and Satsuma. Some of the test candidates 
passed the Tech test and then passed the General test. 
Thanks to all the members of the VE team for 
volunteering your time. 


Club Minutes and 
Financial Reports 
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Reverse Beacon Network 
by Bert Garcia N8NN 


REVERSE BEACON NETWORK 


welcome main dxspots nodes FIT8 downloads about’ contact us 


During the bottom of the sunspot cycle, it’s nice to have tools available to help you make contacts on HF. One of 
those tools is the Reverse Beacon Network (RBN). “The RBN is a network of stations listening to the bands and 
reporting what stations they hear, when and how well.“(1) Beginning in 2008 and growing out of CW Skimmer 
software (2) and the development of Software Defined Radio (SDR) receivers (3), a world-wide network of receiving 
stations are now listening and reporting to RBN. Today May 21, 2020, there are 156 skimmers online, and there have 
been 222 skimmers active in the last seven days. On an average day RBN sends out 120 spots per minute, and during a 
contest, the flow can be 20 spots per second on average (4). 


The RBN works by listening to stations calling CQ on CW, RTTY, PSK, FT8/4. By default, spots are shown for CW. 
Stations heard calling CQ are reported by callsign with their frequency, signal-to-noise-ratio (SNR) and CW speed. The 
station making the spot is also shown. The spots are refreshed every 30 seconds. 


The RBN website is at http://www.reversebeacon.net/main.php. The Main page is shown at Figure 1. 


REVERSE BEACON NETWORK 


welcome main dxspots nodes FT8 downloads about contact us 


show/hide my last filters 


no filter selected, showing all spots rows to'show)|25 ¥ 


search spot by callsign 


de dx freq caq/dx snr speed time 

DJ9IE SM5CA 14033.2 CWCQ 33 dB 23wpm  1507z 21 May 
DJ9IE i Biw4eire 28193.9 CWBCN 17 dB 11wpm =: 1507z 21 May 
DJ9IE i OF8Faz 18082.9 CWCQ 47 dB 26wpm  1507z 21 May 
HB9BXE wa SP5GDL 21025.1 CWCQ 17 dB 20wpm  1507z 21 May 
HB9BXE 55 smsc 14033.3 CWCQ 11 dB 23wpm  1507z 21 May 
HB9BXE i RAZA 18084.9 CWCQ 14 dB 28wpm  1507z 21 May 
F5MUX i RAZA 18085.1 CWCQ 25 dB 28 wpm  1507z 21 May 
W3LPL EE SM5CA 14033.3 CWCQ 24 dB 23wpm  1507z 21 May 
IK4VET = LX1NO 28035.8 CWCQ 5 dB 30wpm 1507z 21 May 
DJ2BC i DFsrFaz 18082.9 CWCQ 14 dB 26wpm  1507z 21 May 
W1NT-6 = KDOUN 14045.2 CWCQ 16 dB 19wpm  1507z 21 May 
W1NT-6 f UF8rFaz 18082.9 CWCQ 16 dB 26wpm  1507z 21 May 


Figure 1: Reverse Beacon Network Main Page. 


The spots show which bands are open, who is calling CQ and where they are being heard. The SNR number indicates 
how strong the caller is heard, with larger numbers being stronger signals. You can think of each spot as a connection 
between the sender and receiver. Looking at the callsigns you can infer the location of each station and determine the 
current propagation paths available. Unfortunately, the map function is not working at this time. 


Continued on next page... 
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In Figure 1 European stations are reporting spots on 20/17/15/10 meters, but all the spots are short skip within 
Europe. The two USA stations are reporting 20-meter skip to Sweden and 17-meter skip to France. As an aside, the 
Swedish station SM5CA is listed in QRZ as a silent key, so you can speculate on who is actually using that callsign! 


Next, let’s use RBN to report on our station. | called CQ on 20 meters, first with 200 watts and a second time with 1 
KW. Figure 2a and Figure 2b show the results. 


REVERSE BEACON NETWORK 


welcome main dxspots nodes FIT8 downloads about’ contact us 


showlhide my last filters 


no filter selected, showing all spots rows to show: [25 v 


search spot by callsign 


de dx freq cq/dx snr speed time 

DK3UA DK4AN 3569.0 CWCQ 13 dB 31wpm  1732z 21 May 
DJ9IE-1 _22 4X6TU 18110.0 CW NCDXF 9 dB 22 wpm 1732z 21 May 
EA8BFK = EASOT 7035.0 CWCQ 11 dB 23 wpm 1732z 21 May 
K9LC = wwowwv 14037.9 CWCQ 8 dB 30 wpm 1732z 21 May 
DL8TG DK4AN 3569.0 CWCQ 19 dB 32 wpm 1732z 21 May 
W1NT == woBAv 14024.3 CWCQ 8 dB 22wpm  1732z 21 May 
WwsWwWV == N8NN 14032.0 CWCQ 14 dB 21 wpm 1732z 21 May 
DKOTE DK4AN 3569.0 CWCQ 22 dB 31 wpm 1732z 21 May 


Figure 2a: 200 watts, 20 meters. 


REVERSE BEACON NETWORK 


welcome main dxspots nodes FI8 downloads about’ contact us 


showlhide my last filters 


no filter selected, showing all spots rows to show: [25 v 


search spot by callsign 


de dx freq cq/dx snr speed time 

KO7SS-7 = N8NN 14032.0 CWCQ 7 dB 21wpm  1733z 21 May 
VE6WZ = K1JD 18090.9 CWCQ 19 dB 26wpm  1733z 21 May 
ON6ZQ i BiKoxBa 7010.7 CWCQ 14 dB 24wpm 1733z 21 May 
LZ7AA taal R7RZ 14026.0 CWCQ 24 dB 23wpm  1733z 21 May 
N7TR = N8NN 140319 CWCQ 5 dB 21wpm  1733z 21 May 
N7TR = 9A3SMS 14036.3 CWCQ 19 dB 32wpm 1733z 21 May 
K9IMM = N8NN 14032.0 CWCQ 3 dB 21wpm  1733z 21 May 
BH4BWX =a 9A3SMS 14036.4 CWCQ 9 dB 31wpm 1733221 May 
W4AX = N8NN 14032.1 CWCQ 3 dB 21wpm  1733z 21 May 


Figure 2b: 1 KW, 20 meters. 
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At 200 watts | was spotted by one station in Ohio. At 1 KW | was spotted by four stations in Arizona, Nevada, 
Wisconsin, and Georgia. Obviously, the higher power caught the attention of more stations. To draw meaningful 
conclusions about propagation, several CQ calls should be made to observe the results. 


The RBN can be used to compare antennas at your station. You can call CQ on one antenna, observe the results, and 
then call CQ again with the second antenna to compare results. 


You can set filters on the RBN to only receive spots for stations, bands, and modes of interest by clicking on “no filter 
selected”. Figure 3 shows the filter selection page. Use the filter to change the mode to RTTY or other modes. Click 
on “proceed” to see the filtered spots. 


REVERSE BEACON NETWORK 


welcome main dxspots nodes FIT8 downloads about contact us 


create your filter, or choose one on the list at the right side of the screen >>> 


DX station DE station band mode 
dxcc: ® any vy @ any v all any ¥ 
itu zone: any ¥ any ¥ 137kHz 

472kHz 
cq zone any v any v 160m 
80m 
continent any v any ¥ v 
60m 


proceed 


Figure 3: Filter selection page. 


RBN keeps a database of past spots. You can search the database from the drop-down menu under “dx spots”. You 

can search for specific callsigns, beacon reports, and other choices in the menu. You can even download all the spots 
for a specific day into an Excel spreadsheet and perform your own search or analysis. If you are looking for a specific 
DX entity, this is a good way to find out which bands he operates and when. 


By poking around the RBN website, you will discover what it has to offer. Here are some hints. If you hover your 
mouse above a callsign, all the spots for that callsign will be highlighted on the page. While hovering on a callsign, the 
entity, continent, ITU zone, and CQ zone will be displayed. When you click on a callsign, a data page for that callsign 
will open. For USA calls you will see the information if you have registered with DXWatch.com, the sponsor of RBN; 
and you will find a link to QRZ.com for more information. Unfortunately, if you click on a European callsign, you will 
discover that nothing is displayed due to the European General Data Protection Regulation. DX callsigns outside 
Europe will have their information displayed. 


Finally, why not compare your signal to your friends using the RBN? Operate at the same time, such as during a CW 
or RTTY contest, and you can compare the SNR report for yourself and your friends to see who is getting the best 
reports! The EWEphoria Radio Club in Summerfield, FL did this to compare antennas during our Antenna Day in 
March 2020. One transmitter was switched among several portable antennas so see which antenna got the best 
reports. Enjoy using the Reverse Beacon Network! 


References: 


(1) Reverse Beacon Network Welcome: http://www.reversebeacon.net/index.php 
(2) CW Skimmer: http://www.dxatlas.com/CwSkimmer/ 

(3) Software Defined Radio: 
https://www.hamradiosecrets.com/ham-radio-receiver.html 
https://www.sdrplay.com 

http://www.rfspace.com/RFSPACE/CloudlQ.html 


(4) Using RBN: http://www.reversebeacon.net/pages/Using+the+RBN+33 
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My Lockdown Projects 
Elbert Wilkinson, KQ3K, President SSRC 


I’ve asked you to provide stories, write-ups, and pictures of things you’ve been working on during the lockdown. | 

would be remiss not to share several of mine. These are pretty simple and mundane, but that is me. 

Headset hand switches 
I’ve got a very nice Heil Proset with the footswitch and separate 
trigger hand switch. Unfortunately, the hand switch is bulky and a 
real pain to move from my home operating position. | ran across a 
picture of a homebrewed hand switch and decided to make a couple. 
These are simple to make and very inexpensive. Parts for each 
consist of a momentary switch on the top and a 1/8” barrel-style 
stereo jack. Short 22AWG wires were soldered to the switch and 
jack. The top and bottom caps were placed in my mini-lathe, and 
holes to size were drilled in each. The top switch is from a scrap 
piece of %” schedule 40 PVC. The bottom switch is from a small 
length of %” CPVC. Both connect to the Heil headset adapters with a 
3’ length of 1/8” stereo cable. Total cost for both was around $5. Do 
they work — YES. 


The parts for the switches and jacks were purchased locally at Nitefire 
Electronics. 


Straight Key Knob 

One of my other hobbies is woodworking and segmented woodturning. A couple of 
weeks ago, | was bored, and the bands were dead. | had been thinking about making 
a segmented knob for my small American Morse key, so | got busy. | took out my 
eight segment sled and cut eight small segments from a length of exotic leopard 
wood. The pieces were glued together and then glued to a wooden chuck and 
turned. Once | was satisfied with the final shape and size, it was sanded and finished. 
The final result is a flat key knob about the size of an American Eagle silver dollar. If 
anyone gets bored, Google “Segmented Woodturning,” and you will see many 
examples of this type of turning. Many are museum quality. Those are not mine. | 
admit to butchering a lot of wood! 


Barrier Program 

| know you are wondering if old Elbert has wandered off the reservation again — well, keep wondering. But, if you are 
like me and have more than one monitor and computer at your station, you probably have keyboards and mice for each. 
What if you were able to ditch all but one keyboard and mouse — would you do it? Well, you can, and it’s free and easy 
to setup. Go to https://github.com/debauchee/barrier and download the program. When you run the setup, it will ask 
if you want to install “Bonjour” — don’t do that. You will install Barrier on one computer to be the server; in my case, it is 
a Windows 10 laptop. | then downloaded it on my Raspberry Pi, which has a smaller monitor. The Pi was designated as 
aclient. The instructions are pretty simple, and you can have multiple devices, all using one common keyboard and 
mouse. All you have to do is move your mouse pointer from one screen to the other, which makes that screen active. It 
is a slick program. There are a couple of YouTube videos that can walk you through the simple setup. This works for me 
and helped free up some real estate on my desk. 


The Oracle, June 2020 8 


Contesting in Slow Motion 
by Bert Garcia N83NN 


There is an active ham radio contest every single day of the week. Don’t believe it? Just go to 
https://www.contestcalendar.com/ and look at the list of hundreds of contests each month. Contesting is a competitive 
radio sport where individual hams or teams try to make as many contacts as they can within a time limit and other 
parameters set by each contest sponsor. Contests are fast-paced, even brutal, if you want to be the top scorer. Winning 
contesters have great skill, large antennas, and top-notch equipment. Winning contesters practice, practice, practice. 


But what if you don’t enjoy that frenzied “59 05” contact repeated over and over all weekend long? Isn’t there 
something else you can do competitively and win something without having a nervous breakdown? Yes, there is! You 
can compete with yourself, set your own pace, set your personal goals, and take your own sweet time getting there. | 
call that Contesting in Slow Motion. 


OK, but | want to WIN something. I'd like to have a little recognition for all my slow-paced hard work. | don’t have a big 
antenna or the most expensive rig or an amplifier. Well, it turns out there are a lot of self-paced contests out there. 
They are called Awards. You keep your own score, compete against yourself, or, more accurately, compete within the 
rules of the award, and eventually, you WIN. You can receive a certificate (called wallpaper by some) or a plaque to 
display your contest win proudly. Here are some of the contests you can enter and win in slow motion. 


Worked All Continents (WAC): The WAC award is issued for working and 
confirming all six continents of North America, South America, Oceania, Asia, 
Europe, and Africa. (OK, so Antarctica is also a continent, but the rules say there 
are only six for this award.) To increase the challenge, work all six on 
80/40/20/15/10 meters for the Five-Band WAC award. This award is sponsored by 
the International Amateur Radio Union (IARU). See the References below for the 
details of this award and the other awards in this article. 


Worked All States (WAS): The WAS award is ARRL’s most popular award and is issued for working and confirming all 50 
states in the USA. You must be a member of the American 
Radio Relay League (ARRL) to apply for this award, and all PRU Ep TIEN 

{contacts must be made from locations not separated by : eee 
more than 50 miles. So, if you moved to Florida from up 
north, you need to start all over again! The WAS comes in 
many flavors, which adds to the challenge. You can earn 
endorsements for phone, CW, Digital, RTTY, FT4, FT8, PSK31, 
JT65, and mixed modes. The WAS award can be endorsed 

for all bands 160 to 6 meters (excluding 60 meters). If you work all 50 states on phone, CW, 

and digital modes, you qualify for the Triple-Play award plaque. The WAS award(s) presents a 

real challenge to the slow-motion contester. This award is sponsored by ARRL. 


DX Century Club (DXCC): DXCC is probably the most prestigious and widely recognized 
award in ham radio. The basic DXCC award is earned by working and confirming 100 
discrete geographical or political entities, commonly but incorrectly called countries. 
There are currently 340 entities on the list to work. Over time, entities are deleted 
from the list as their eligibility changes, usually due to political situations, and only 
current entities count for DXCC. Many would consider DXCC to be a lifetime slow- 


—- 
— 
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motion contest as it can take years to contact all 340 entities, mainly because some entities are 
uninhabited locations waiting for a Dxpedition to arrive. Your personal entity total includes PAS Romeoce 
current and deleted entities, so your total may exceed 340. Like WAS, 

DXCC comes in many flavors — phone, CW, digital, mixed, 160 to 6 
meters (excluding 60 meters), 5-Band DXCC for 80/40/20/15/10 meters 
with endorsements for 160/30/17/12/6/2 meters. There is also a DXCC 
Challenge award plaque for confirming 1,000 band-entities with 
endorsements in increments of 500 to a total of 3,000. DXCC is 
genuinely a slow-motion contest as you wait for an 
entity to arrive on the air. The DXCC Honor Roll 
recognition is for confirming an entity count within the 
top ten of the current list. For example, with 340 
entities available, you must confirm 331 to make the 
Honor Roll. Confirming all current 340 entities earns you 
#1 Honor Roll status and a plaque. DXCC is sponsored by 


ARRL. 


Worked All Prefixes (WPX): The WPX award is earned by confirming callsign prefixes numbering 
400 for mixed modes and 300 each for CW, SSB, and digital. Prefixes are the letter/numeral 
combinations that form part of an amateur callsign. Examples of ree 


prefixes are K6, N6, WD4, HG1, HG19, ZS66, and so on. ween BA one 
Endorsements are available for bands 160 to 6 meters (excluding 60 ‘ 

meters), and for the six continents at levels listed in the rules. A . WP: 

minimum of 600 prefixes is required for the WPX Honor Roll. The LE aa me 
WPX Award of Excellence requires 1,000 prefixes plus 600 in SSB plus 600 in CW plus allsix «= _DIGIFAE= = 
continental endorsements plus endorsements for 80/40/20/15/10 meters. Whew...! ee - @ anes 
When you win that WPX Award of Excellence, you know you have won the contest, and of Roe 


course, a WPX Award of Excellence plaque is awarded to you. WPX is sponsored by CQ 
Amateur Radio magazine. 


¢ Award 


(nt rnd tems 


VHF/UHF Century Club (VUCC): The VUCC award is earned by confirming a minimum 
number of Maidenhead grid locators per band as listed in the rules. All amateur bands 
from 6 meters to 241 GHz plus Laser and Satellite contacts. If you don’t know your grid 
locator, there are Internet services to determine your grid, see References. Six and two- 
meter bands require a minimum of 100 grids for the VUCC award and lesser numbers for 
the higher bands. Endorsements for higher counts are available. VUCC is sponsored by 
ARRL. 


Torey Giegrevhs, WITH 


Worked All Zones (WAZ): The WAZ award is earned by confirming all 40 CQ Zones. 
The zones are determined by the Official CQ WAZ Zone MAP and the printed zone list 
maintained by CQ Amateur Radio magazine, see References. WAZ awards are 
available for AM, SSB, CW, RTTY, SSTV, Digital, Satellite, and EME. WAZ band awards 
are available for 160 meters in mixed mode, 80 to 10 meters in any single mode, and 6 
meters in mixed mode. A5-Band WAZ award is available for 80/40/20/15/10 meters 


along with a plaque. WAZ is sponsored by CQ Amateur Radio magazine. | - sensedtasds Ala: 
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Logbook of The World (LoTW): LoTW is not a contest or award. It is an online service that enables you to electronically 
submit QSO information that will be matched with information submitted by other hams to result in a confirmation or 
electronic QSL. While LoTW does not replace paper QSLs since all hams do not use LoTW, it certainly does simplify the 
QSL process for those hams who use this free service maintained by ARRL. If you want to do your contesting in slow 
motion, you should use LoTW. Using LoTW, you can apply for the WAS, DXCC, WPX, VUCC, and WAZ awards online. If 
you have paper QSLs to add to your LoTW totals, these can be verified by ARRL card checkers or by mailing the cards to 
ARRL or CQ magazine as required. The WAZ award can only be applied for by mail to ARRL. LoTW takes almost all of the 
paperwork out of slow contesting, so | highly recommend you apply for a LoTW account. After all, we want this 
contesting effort to have minimal stress on the operator. 


And the cost?: Well, LoTW may be free to use, but you will need to pay for your certificates and plaques. The rules for 
each award will explain the cost. For the awards in LoTW, the cost will be shown online, and as you would suspect, 
LoTW will take credit cards! There’s no free lunch here. 


The six awards described above only scratch the surface of the numerous awards available from many sponsors. | would 
estimate that there are almost as many awards as there are contests, maybe more. For example, you can chase the CQ 
USA-CA award for confirming all 3,077 counties in the USA; collect IOTA island identifiers, collect confirmation for Parks, 
Summits, Beaches; collect Lighthouses or Castles. There are annual awards for working the special 13 Colonies or the 
Route 66 stations. Many foreign countries have awards for working their states or cities. The variety of slow-motion 
contests seems endless. You can literally paper the walls of your shack with award certificates. Try it. It’s addictive...! 


References 

1. Worked All Continents (WAC) http://www.arrl.or 

2. Worked All States (WAS) http://www.arrl.or 

3. DX Century Club (DXCC) http://www.arrl.org/dxcc 

4. Worked All Prefixes (WPX) http://www.cq-amateur-radio.com/cq_awards/cq_wpx_awards/cq wpx_awards.html 
5. VHF/UHF Century Club (VUCC) http://www.arrl.org/vucc 

6. Maidenhead Grid Square Locator http://www.levinecentral.com/ham/grid square.ph 

7. Worked All Zones (WAZ) http://www.cq-amateur-radio.com/cq_awards/cq waz _awards/index_cq waz _award.html 
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. Logbook of The World https://lotw.arrl.org/ 


News You Can Use 2020 SSRC Officers 

The newsletter will be posted to the K4GSO President - Elbert Wilkinson, KQ3K 

website. Send information and pictures to Marty V President — Jim Burgess, KN4MIV 
Secretary — Ivory Williams, W6IVY 

SSRC Logo Shirts & Caps Treasurer — Bill Gillespie, KW5BG 

Green Clover Key Card 

Perry Field Access Directors 

Membership Application Ron Viola, KS4SW 

Buy/Sell/Trade Mike Condon, W9MNC 

QST NFL — NEL Section Newsletter Wayne Brown, N4FP 

Silver Springs Radio Club Website 

NEL Section Website Committee Chairs: 

WA7BNM Contest Calendar Membership — Carl Berry, KCSCMX 

NG3K DX Trustee K4GSO — Wayne Brown, N4FP 
Newsletter — Marty Brown, N4GL 


The Oracle is the newsletter for the Silver Springs Radio Club. It is intended for wide distribution to all interested amateurs. 
Send input to Marty Brown, N4GL, at n4gl.marty@gmail.com 


